
NO PLACES IN SECONDARY SCHOOL? 

 

We have been made aware by some parents that they have been unable to 

secure a secondary school place for their child.  It does appear that there is a 

lack of secondary school places available in the area. 

 

Please be aware that there will be second and third round offers as many 

parents have been offered places at multiple schools, so as places are 

accepted/rejected, the schools can then offer to the next names on their waiting 

lists.  This process can take several weeks or months even. 

 

We have put together below some information which you might also find helpful. 

 

Immediate actions 

 

Contact the school directly: Ask for the reason for the refusal and your child's 

position on the waiting list. Ask how you will be notified of any changes. Ask 

then what is the likelihood of your child getting a place. 
 

Request a review: If you believe a decision was made incorrectly, you can ask 

the school's Board of Management to review it. You may need to use a specific 

form, such as the BOMR1 form (attached), for this.  
 

Look for other schools: Check with local secondary schools that might have 

places available.  

Below is a list of secondary schools in Dundalk and surrounding area 

 

1. St. Joseph's C.B.S., Dundalk  cbsoff2015@gmail.com 
 

2. St Vincent's Secondary School Dundalk  office@stvincentsdundalk.ie 
 

3. St Mary's College (Marist) Dundalk info@maristdundalk.com 
 

4. St Louis Secondary School, Dundalk info@stlouisdundalk.ie 
 

5. Scoil Ui Mhuiri, Dunleer  scoiluimhuiri@lmetb.ie 
 

6. O Fiaich College, Dundalk  Dundalkinfo@ofi.ie 
 

7. Pobailcholaiste Chú Chulainn, Dundalk  ColaisteCC@lmetb.ie 
 

8. Gaelcholaiste Dhun Dealgan, Dundalk (Irish School) eolas@gcdd.ie 
 

9. Dundalk Grammar School  info@dgs.ie 
 

10.De La Salle Secondary School, Dundalk secretary@delasalle.ie 
 

11.Colaiste Rís, Dundalk colaisterisprincipal@gmail.com 
 

12.Bush Post Primary School, Riverstown  bushpp@lmetb.ie 
 

13.Ardee Community School  info@ardeecommunityschool.ie 

 

Contact Tusla: Contact the Educational Welfare Service (EWS) of Tusla (the Child 

and Family Agency) at 01-7718500 or via email at ewsinfo@tusla.ie. The EWS 

has a statutory role in ensuring every child has access to education and can 

assist you in finding an alternative school or liaising with schools on your behalf. 
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Consider appealing: If a review by the Board of Management is unsuccessful, 

you can appeal the decision through the correct channels, specifically you can 

make an independent Section 29 appeal to the Department of Education and 

Youth. This must be done no later than 63 days after the school's original 

decision to refuse admission. The appeal form and further information are 

available on the Department of Education's website.   

For more information visit: https://www.section29appeals.gov.ie/ 

You can also complete the appeal form online here: 

https://www.section29appeals.gov.ie/enrolment-form.aspx 

 

Additional steps 

Gather information: Find out your child's position on the waiting list and their 

ranking based on the school's selection criteria.  

Understand school policies: Review the admissions policies of the schools you 

are interested in to understand how they allocate places.  

Contact local representatives: You can also reach out to your local TD or other 

elected officials, who may be able to offer assistance or guidance. 

 

LOUTH TDS 

1. Paula Butterly (FG)   

paula.butterly@oireachtas.ie  086-0336274 
2. Joanna Byrne (SF)   

joanna.byrne@oireachtas.ie    041 9830287 

3. Erin McGreehan (FF) 
erin.mcgreehan@oireachtas.ie  087 4182454 

4. Ged Nash (LB) 
ged.nash@oir.ie  041 981 0811 

5. Ruairí Ó Murchú (SF)   
ruairi.omurchu@oireachtas.ie   01  618 4060 

 

Louth County Councillors 
Seán Kelly   Fianna Fáil 

Antóin Watters  Sinn Féin 
Fiona Mhic Conchoille Sinn Féin 
John Reilly   Fine Gael 

Andrea McKevitt  Fianna Fáil 
Ciarán Fisher  Independent 

Maeve Yore   Independent 
Robert Nash   Fine Gael 
Emma Coffey  Fianna Fáil 

Kevin Meenan  Sinn Féin 
Sionainn McCann  Sinn Féin 

Shane McGuinness  Fianna Fáil 
Marianne Butler  Green 
 
Please note this information has come from online research and we can not be held responsible for 

the accuracy of data.   

BN 11/11/25 

 
Attached: BOMR1 form 
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